
LOADERUPDATE

operate the attachments and did not
damage the native grasses in which
we were working. The compact track
loader saved us.”

Once the Winter Olympics were
complete, the staff of Springcreek
Nursery and Landscape was back at
Soldier Hollow planting 1,000 more
trees (spruce, fir, aspen, chokecherry,
maple, flowering crab, oak and
hawthorne) and an additional 7 miles
of drip irrigation.

“We completed the job of turning
this 130-acre site into a park which
will be operated by the State of Utah,”
says Liz. “It was a once-in-a-lifetime
thrill to be part of this great Olympic
event. Thirty thousand visitors a day
saw our work in person and tens of
millions viewed it on television. It was
quite an experience.”

Today you’ll find the Hickeys,
along with their crews and Bobcat
loaders, leaving their Heber Valley
nursery each morning to tackle more
typical jobs—large-scale landscaping
and restoration projects. 

“Our Olympic memories are
great,” says Gifford, “and like the ath-
letes, now we’re back working in the
real world.”

Gifford and Liz Hickey used a Bobcat
compact track loader to plant trees at
Utah Olympic site.

Gold Medal Performance

If they gave out medals for behind-
the-scenes activities at the 2002
Winter Olympic Games,

Springcreek Nursery and Landscape
and a Bobcat® compact track loader
would be wearing gold.

Gifford and Liz Hickey’s 10-year-
old company was awarded the job of
planting 1,500 trees at the Olympic
cross country skiing and biathlon
sites in the mountains east of Salt
Lake City. Working with the Olympic
staff in early 2001, Gifford laid out
the location of the trees and the drip
irrigation system that would keep
them growing. 

“The hills of this Soldier Hollow
venue presented a real challenge for
our Bobcat skid-steer loaders (763 and
863),” he says. “We needed a power-
ful climbing and digging machine to
operate our auger and trencher
attachments.”

The Hickeys’ dealer, Intermountain
Bobcat of Salt Lake City, delivered the
answer—a Bobcat compact track
loader (an 864, which is now called
the T200).

“Without the compact track loader
this job would have been much more
difficult,” says Gifford. “It held the
slope well, put out plenty of power to

Anew numbering system
enables you to distinguish
Bobcat® skid-steer loaders

by type of lift path and rated oper-
ating capacity. 

This system features an S prefix,
which distinguishes vertical lift
path, long wheelbase Bobcat skid-
steer loaders from radius lift path
models. It is followed by a three-
digit number, representing the first
three numerals of the machine’s
rated operating capacity (R.O.C.). 

As a result, the former 773 skid-
steer loader is now the S175 (1,750 lb.

R.O.C.) and the 773 turbo is the
S185 (1,850 lb. R.O.C.). The perfor-
mance specifications remain the
same for each model. 

The 873 skid-steer loader has
been replaced by the S250 (2,500
lb. R.O.C.), which features a new
standard 75 hp Kubota turbo-
charged,  l iquid-cooled diesel
engine.

The 883 has been replaced by
the new S300 (3,000 lb. R.O.C.)
skid-steer loader, which has an 81
hp Kubota turbo-charged, liquid-
cooled diesel engine.

New
Numbers
Identify Type
of Loader
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